
Dear Members of FOW: 

I hope all is well with you and your family.  The last few 

months have been difficult for everyone. 

The Visitor Center has been closed since March. We 

have missed you. But the Friends group is still 

functioning.  Several grants were applied for in regards 

to the Protozone project.  Unfortunately, we did not 

qualify for them, but there are other grants that we will 

be applying for in the near future.  For many grants we 

must first raise 50% of the money needed.  We are 

getting close. 

It is looking like it won’t be possible to have our yearly 

meeting in November.  We hope to hold one in 2021 as 

soon as the restrictions regarding the virus have eased 

up considerably and our members can safely attend. 

Please remember to keep your membership up to date 

so that we can continue to support the refuge as needed. 

Thank You.  

Sincerely, 

June Champion 

President of FOW 

P.S. See the last page for more information on 

membership info and dues.  
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Service—the Friends pledge to 

continue the legacy of Maurice 

Wertheim and Dennis Puleston. 
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Migratory Birds Use Refuge Lands on Long Island 

Wertheim National Wildlife Refuge in Shirley, New York is a stopover location for 

migratory birds in the spring, summer and fall. Wertheim is home to the “Big Fish 

Impoundment” which is managed using a ‘stoplog’ water control structure which allows 

for the management of water levels to optimize foraging habitat. Biweekly surveys are 

completed to document water level and record the species utilizing the impoundment. 

This year, black skimmers, glossy ibis, common terns, and least terns, were among those 

seen foraging and roosting on the tidal flats.  

Credit: Bridget Giblin USFWS  

Tropical Storm Isaias 

Cleanup at the  

Long Island National 

Wildlife Refuge Complex  

On August 4, 2020, tropical storm 

Isaias made its way through Long 

Island bringing winds up to 70 mph 

with it. Over the next three days, 

refuge staff made their way out to 

the refuge units of the complex to 

evaluate storm damage. Trails at 

Wertheim, Target Rock, and 

Elizabeth A. Morton had to be 

cleared of storm debris and 

hazardous trees. With a 

combination of chainsaws and 

heavy equipment, refuge staff 

successfully made trails safe for 

visitation and access.   

Credit: Kelsey Taylor USFWS 

UPDATES FROM THE FIELD 



Piping Plovers Fledge at  

Elizabeth A. Morton NWR  

Elizabeth A. Morton National 

Wildlife Refuge in Sag Harbor, New 

York had its first successful piping 

plover nesting season since 2015!  

Every year, large portions of the 

refuge beach area are closed to the 

public from April through August to 

allow for the protection of beach 

nesting birds. Unfortunately, in the 

past predators and weather events 

have led to the loss of eggs and 

chicks. This year, two pairs nested at 

the refuge and one pair hatched and 

fledged TWO chicks! Biology staff 

have monitored the area and have 

seen the fledglings with an adult 

flying and utilizing the refuge’s great foraging habitat. 

Wertheim ACE Intern Claire Barnwell 

teamed up with Melissa Parrott from the 

Central Pine Barrens Commission to virtually 

host the annual “Barrens to Bay” Summer 

Camp. Despite the pandemic, Claire and 

Melissa were able to deliver high-quality and 

interactive weekly lessons from locations 

across Long Island from July through August. 

Activities covered a variety of nature topics 

while visiting places like Morton NWR and 

Fire Island National Seashore. 

Photo Credit: Claire Barnwell 

 

Piping plover chick observed during a nest check. 

Melissa Parrot discussing the Carmans River at Wertheim 
NWR with virtual campers on August 21, 2020. 

Credit: Bridget Giblin 



Wertheim NWR Deer Hunt 2020 - 2021 FAQ 

Why does the Refuge allow deer hunting? 

Currently the Refuge population ranges from 50 to 60 deer per square mile depending on the 

time of year and deer movement on and off the Refuge. At higher densities, deer can over 

browse the available vegetation and, therefore, degrade habitat for other species. Deer-car 

collisions and deer browsing ornamental plantings in the adjacent residential areas become 

more serious problems at high deer densities. Our goal is to maintain the deer population at 20 

to 30 deer per square mile.  

The Refuge seeks to offer a high quality hunting experience. Hunting is one of the six priority 

public uses designated for National Wildlife Refuges by the Refuge Improvement Act of 1997. 

Hunting is a traditional form of wildlife-oriented recreation that can also be leveraged as a 

means to manage wildlife populations. Through an excise tax on sporting arms and ammunition 

authorized by the Pittman-Robertson Act, hunters also support wildlife and habitat conservation 

and restoration initiatives.  

When will the 2020 – 2021 deer Refuge hunts take place? 

Unlike previous years, hunting will occur in alternating one-week sessions starting on 

November 2nd. A hunt session is defined as beginning on Monday and concluding on the 

following Sunday. Please note that the refuge will continue to be open to the public during 

archery (only) hunt sessions, but not shotgun sessions. Refuge visitors are encouraged to 

wear orange and/or bright colors while visiting the refuge during an archery hunt session.  

The archery hunt session dates are as follows:  

Archery 1: November 2 – 8, 2020 

Archery 2: November 16 – 22, 2020 

Archery 3: November 30 –  December 6, 2020  

Archery 4: December 14 – 20, 2020 

Archery 5: December 28, 2020 – January 3, 2021 

Archery 6: January 11 – 17, 2021 

Archery 7: January 25 – 31, 2021 

The shotgun hunt session dates are as follows: 

Shotgun 1: January 11 – 17, 2021 

Shotgun 2: January 25 – 31, 2021 

How will hunters access the refuge during hunt sessions? 

Several parking areas will be opened around the refuge, including several along Smith Road. 



Refuge visitors should note that these limited parking areas are for hunters only, and anyone 

without a hunt permit will be subject to towing. 

Who can enter the drawing to hunt the Refuge during the 2020 – 2021 deer season? 

Anyone who has a current New York State hunting license can participate in a drawing to 

obtain a Refuge permit. Refuge permits will be issued to those hunters who: 

1. Return a completed hunt application postmarked by September 12, 2020. 

2. Send check or money order of a $15 nonrefundable fee. Payable to U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service. 

3. Are selected during the hunt drawing 

Where can I obtain a hunt application? 

Hunt application packets will be available online at: www.fws.gov/refuge/Wertheim/ (for 

Wertheim) and www.fws.gov/refuge/Seatuck/ (for Seatuck). 

How will applicants be notified of results of the drawing for deer hunt permits?  

All applicants will be notified by mail. Results of the drawing will be available on October 5, 

2020.  

How many and which deer are hunters allowed to harvest? 

The bag limit for both the archery and shotgun sessions is three deer per hunter. Hunters may 

take either one or two antlerless deer before taking an antlered deer. Hunters who take one 

antlerless deer followed by an antlered deer may take another antlerless deer, if time permits. 

Hunters may choose to take three antlerless deer and forfeit their opportunity to take an antlered 

deer. Antlerless deer must be checked in at the Refuge check station prior to shooting an 

antlered deer. More information on requirements are in the hunt package. 

Will deer hunt permits be sold after the drawing? 

No, the sale of permits after the drawing has been discontinued. All hunters must apply by the 

deadline, September 12, 2020.  However, we will continue using the expanded pool of  

potential standby hunters. Hunters who submit their complete hunt application by September 

12, 2020, will be eligible to participate as a standby hunter.   

Who needs to accompany youth hunters?  

Hunters age 16 or 17 may be accompanied by a licensed non-hunting adult, if desired. 

Hunters under age 16 must be accompanied by a licensed non-hunting adult. 

What equipment is necessary to participate in the 2020 - 2021 deer hunt season? 

Each hunter may only use one portable deer tree stand or ground blind. Only barbless 

broadheads are permitted during the archery season. Only shotguns firing a single projectile 

(slugs only, no buckshot) are permitted during firearms season. Muzzle loaders are not 

permitted on the Refuge.   

https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Wertheim/visit/visitor_activities.html
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/Seatuck/what_we_do/resource_management.html


Our New Nature-Inspired Quilt 

What started out as “wishful thinking” has 
become an idea fully realized, thanks to 
Therese Bianco, Art Chairperson of the 
William Floyd Schools, and her budding 
artists from several different grades.  The 
Wertheim Visitor Center now proudly 
displays their joined individual creations 
as a stunning nature- themed quilt! 

Muslin squares were distributed and 
students were asked to create nature-
related themed expressions using the art 
medium of their choice.  The result is a 
beautiful composition of imaginative 

renderings of flora and fauna. The quilting talents of FOW volunteer Pat Pirozzi, along with a 
few fellow quilters, then arranged and pieced together the lovely quilt that now hangs outside 
the Nature Store. 

Unfortunately, because of the closure of the Visitor Center since mid-March (due to Covid19), 
the quilt has not been seen by the general public, nor by the talented students who helped in its 
creation.  However, we did send a framed eight by ten photo to Ms. Bianco as both a thank you 
and as a way for her students to see their collaborative handiwork!  

Hopefully it will be seen and appreciated by many, in the not-too-distant future! 

All members enjoy the benefits 

including: 

 Special gifts for new members;   

 10% discount at Nature Store; 

 Invitations to FOW only 

programs, such as bird hikes 

and canoe programs; 

 Invitation to our Annual 

Membership Meeting; 

and more! 

2020 Membership Dues  

Painted Turtle (Single) $20 

Mallard (Family) $30 

Black Tupelo $50 

White Oak $100 

Eagle $250 

Osprey (Lifetime Membership) $500 

Friends of Wertheim Membership Info 

Members may mail their checks to:  

Friends of Wertheim National Wildlife Refuge  

PO Box 376  

Brookhaven, NY 11719 


