
www.FriendsofWertheimNWR.wildapricot.org 

Friends of Wertheim NWR 

Friends of Wertheim National Wildlife Refuge 
PO Box 376  

Brookhaven, NY 11719 

PLEASE COME BACK!  WE MISS YOU! 
 

The Friends of Wertheim Board hopes that everyone has remained safe and healthy while COVID-19 has kept us 

apart and cancelled all of our programs and activities.  The building is closed, but the trails remain open.     

To be able to restart our programs for children and adults, such as birding walks, guided canoe/kayak trips and 

nature craft activities, we need your help. 

As we plan and work on new ideas to get us all back to the refuge we want you with us. 

Thank you for your encouragement and support! 

 

Please note:  

Volunteers are needed: Nature Store Bookeeper and Membership Coordinator.  

Reply by email: wertheimfriends@gmail.com 

The FoW Board has continued to meet 
monthly—via ZOOM. 

 Please check our updated website often! 

New Carmans River Guide  
Mobile App 

Formerly known as the Lower Carmans River Nature 

Guide, the river experience has gone virtual through Outer 
Spatial! Paddlers can now explore fifteen spots of interest 
along the river, highlighting the cultural history and natural 

beauty of this amazing Long Island gem.  
To get started, visitors can download the Outer Spatial app 
and then access the virtual paddling trail through the 

customized QR code. Updated content will be available 
throughout the seasons, so be sure to check back during 
each adventure!  
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The Friends of Wertheim has a new president!  Annelies Kamran, 

a longtime member of the FoW, joined the Friends’ Board in 2018 

and we are grateful and delighted with her accepting this role.  

Congratulations, Annelies! 

Annelies is a native of Long Island, born and raised in 

Brookhaven.  As a Friends of Wertheim volunteer she has assisted in 

writing grant proposals for Friends, resulting in grants of thousands 

of dollars which went to Refuge projects such as the creation of the 

birding veranda and the Barrens to Bay summer camp program.  Dr. 

Kamran is an active member of the local community and serves on 

the boards of South Country Library, Quality Parks, and the South 

Country Community Land Trust.  She has earned a B.S. in Political 

Science, a Masters in International Relations and International 

Communications, and a Ph.D. in Political Science at the Graduate 

Center (part of CUNY).  Her background is in writing, editing, and 

teaching. She is the author of two award-winning textbooks on 

American government and politics, and is currently an adjunct 

professor at Suffolk County Community College. 

Annji Bagozzi has been selected as the 

new Project Leader for the Long Island 

NWR Complex.  Annji has worked in 

natural resources field for the last 20 years 

and is currently the Deputy Manager at the 

Chesapeake Marshlands Complex in 

Maryland. Annji started out her career 

with the Fish and Wildlife Service as a bio 

tech at Florida Panther NWR and 

managed Ash Meadows NWR and 

Pahranagat NWR in Nevada.  

Additionally,  she worked for National 

Marine Fisheries Service and the state of 

Florida as a fisheries biologist, as an 

environmental specialist for Volusia 

County Mosquito Control, and the Park Service at Fire Island National 

Seashore as an SCA. Annji also has international experience by receiving her 

Master’s degree from the University of Glasgow in Scotland.  Annji will be 

starting at Long Island Refuge Complex on June 20th. 



Prairie Warbler 
 

Warblers... Don't ya just love them?! 
 
The Prairie Warbler is one of the eight warblers that 
nest on Long Island (others being Ovenbird, Redstart, 
Common Yellowthroat, Yellow, Black & White, Pine 
and Blue-winged). We can hear their song during the 
spring and well into the summer, as they first set up 
territory and then continue to reinforce pair bonding 
through song. Prairies are found in second growth 
scrub and dense overgrown fields, not in what we 
now think of as prairies. They were named in 1810 
for the habitat in which they were found which was 
then considered prairie, but is now known as barrens. 
 
Prairies are handsome yellow and black medium-
sized warblers. They have a striking facial pattern 
with a black line going through the eye on a yellow 
face and head. Under the eye is a pale yellow crescent, 
giving a "spectacled" appearance. The underparts are 
yellow also, with heavy black streaking along the 
sides. A good behavioral ID assist is the wagging of 
the tail, which flicks up and down constantly. Their 
song is a series of buzzy notes ascending in pitch: 
referred to as "climbing the stairs" or "climbing to 
heaven."  
 

Prairie Warblers nest in loose colonies with well-
defined territories (sometimes nesting singularly). 
The male returns to the same breeding territory each 
year, but the female often does not. During courtship 
males perform a slow butterfly-like flight display and 
will often chase the female. Once the courtship is 
done, and the pair is formed, the female will build the 
nest alone. Nests are usually attached to scrubs or 
tree limbs at low elevations and are cup shaped. They 
are woven from fine grasses, held together with 
spider silk and lined with hair and feathers. After 
three to five eggs are laid, incubation will take from 
twelve to thirteen days. (The female will often eat the 
eggshells after hatching, and will consume them in 
fifteen to ninety seconds!) The young take forty to 
fifty days to fledge and are fed and tended by both 
parents. 
 
Prairie Warblers eat mostly insects, gleaning from the 
underside of leaves and tree branches, often hovering 
and catching insects in mid-air. They will also 
consume berries and the sap from holes sapsuckers 
have drilled. 
 
The range of Prairie Warblers is slowly expanding 
northward, due to Christmas tree plantings and pine 
tree farms. These wonderful warblers migrate to 
southern Florida and the Bahamas. There is a 
population that resides year round in Florida 
mangroves and is actually considered a sub-species of 
the warblers we see here on Long Island: they are 
slightly bigger in size and have large white spots on 
the tail. Unfortunately, Prairie Warbler populations 
are declining, possibly due to habitat loss. 
 
A wonderful warbler ... So look for nests and watch 
for young as nesting Prairie Warblers raise their 
families here on our Long Island. 

AmeriCorps National Civilian Community Corps 
(NCCC) selected Wertheim National Wildlife Refuge as 
a recipient for an eight-person conservation crew. During 
its five-week stay at the refuge this past spring, the crew 
conserved habitat and improved public access to Refuge 
trails. Members completed invasive plant species removal, 
native vegetation restoration, trail surface restoration, 
erosion control and social trail elimination. Their efforts 
will benefit thousands of Refuge visitors that enjoy these 
trails annually! 

(photo, right) AmeriCorps members plant native 
grasses along the Black Tupelo trail at Wertheim. 

Emily Clark is completing a detail as the Refuge Wildlife Biologist from mid-May to mid-July 2021. She will 

conduct monitoring and inventorying surveys including those for shorebirds, rare plants, and invasive species, 

as well as help with managerial tasks and planning for the 

biology program. Emily is visiting us from Tucson, Arizona, 

where she works as a Wildlife Biologist for the USFWS 

Migratory Bird Program. Specifically, she works for the 

Sonoran Joint Venture, a binational partnership for bird and 

habitat conservation in the southwestern United States and 

northern Mexico. Previously, Emily studied shorebirds and 

waterbirds along the east coast from Massachusetts to 

Louisiana, as well as spent two years leading the Waterbird 

Monitoring Program for a small field station in northwest 

Mexico. Emily loves all creatures great and small and is 

excited to be spending the summer with the Long Island 

National Wildlife Refuge Complex team.  

Erin King is acting as the WNWR 2021 Refuge Biologist for the months 

of July and August. She is currently stationed at the Stewart B. McKinney 

National Wildlife Refuge in Westbrook, Connecticut, where she works as a 

fish and wildlife biologist for the Division of Natural Resources and 

Conservation Planning for Refuges in the North Atlantic-Appalachian 

Region. Erin has extensive experience in the monitoring and management 

of rare species and habitats within the coastal zone and is looking forward 

to helping out at the Refuge Complex this summer! 

Megan Gallagher is originally from Massachusetts and earned a B.S. at 

UMASS Amherst. After graduating she completed several seasonal 

positions including counting migratory raptors in Pennsylvania, being an 

education/biology intern at J.N. “Ding” Darling NWR, participating in 

pheasant research in Nebraska, and serving as the bat technician at Long 

Island NWRC 2015-2016! She then earned a Master of Science at 

SUNY-ESF researching summer bat ecology in the Adirondack 

Mountains. Now she is a Refuge Specialist at Tishomingo NWR in 

Oklahoma, where she is responsible for all the biological surveys along 

with assistant manager, visitor services, administration, and safety 

officer duties. She is very excited to come back to Long Island NWRC 

for a biologist detail! 



WNWR 2021 Visitor Services intern Aubrey Russo is a graduate of SUNY 

Cobleskill with her B.S. in Technology in wildlife management. She has worked 

seasonal positions at the Department of Environmental Conservation, Suffolk 

County Parks, Cornell Cooperative Extension and the Long Island Aquarium. She 

loves to identify birds and hike the many trails in the refuge complex. Her career 

goals are to become a wildlife biologist. Her passion is to protect and conserve all 

wildlife both big and small. She hopes this position will further her experience and 

keep pushing her forward to bigger and better milestones. 

Omar Aziz was born in New York and has lived here his whole life.  He graduated 

in 2019 with a B.S. in Geology from Stony Brook University.  He will be working 

with the Fish and Wildlife Service this (2021) summer surveying, managing and 

monitoring invasive plant species throughout Complex locations via G.I.S. mapping. 

Omar is excited to learn about practical field techniques involving managing 

invasive species as well as about incorporating that information into G.I.S. analysis. 

Sarah Hibbs joins us this summer as an Invasive Species Intern, working at 

many of the Refuges within the Long Island National Wildlife Refuge 

Complex. She graduated from Santa Clara University in 2019 with a B.S. in 

Environmental Science and a minor in Sustainability. At the beginning of 2020, 

Sarah became a restoration intern for the NGO, Pacific Rim Conservation, 

helping their translocation team take care of seabird chicks on the island of 

Oahu. At the end of 2020, Sarah moved to her home state of Minnesota and 

became a temporary horticulturist; both of these experiences have contributed 

to her ever-growing interest in birds and plants. As she moves forward in her 

career, she is hoping to play a part in the wildlife conservation world. 

Trinidee Jenkins will be serving as a Visitor Service Intern here from late May to late August 2021. She will 
be assisting in a variety of areas at the Refuge:  helping staff the visitor center, 
conducting educational and outreach programs for the public, assisting with 

the summer camp, and occasionally helping out the biological team with 
invasive and endangered species management. Trinadee is visiting us from 
Maryland and is a rising Junior at the University of Maryland working 

towards her degree in Environmental Science and Policy with a concentration 
in Wildlife Ecology and Management. Trinadee has loved the environment 
ever since she was little and has dedicated most her life to furthering her 

education on the subject. She attended Magnet Middle and High Schools that 
specialize in environmental science, and has collected a vast number of books 
on various plants and animals. She is very excited to continue furthering her 

education here at Wertheim and looking forward to a great summer. 

Honoring the Wertheim Legacy 

The Wertheim cabin has stood for many years on the west side of the Carmans River. Over the years, the cabin hosted 

Maurice Wertheim and friends during his winter duck hunting ventures, and later served as the old Refuge 

headquarters office. In 2010, refuge managers agreed to remove the cabin from the refuge in order to receive federal 

funding for the new headquarters building. After refuge staff moved over to the new headquarters, the cabin 

unfortunately became the target of increasing vandalism activity.    

Refuge staff plan to remove the Wertheim cabin this summer. The future for the site includes a covered pavilion for 

educational and recreational use, built on the cabin's footprint. Because the footprint is already a disturbed area, it is 

exempt from the standard archeological review required whenever new construction "breaks ground" on federal 

property. Archeological reviews have historically prevented other new refuge infrastructure along the Carmans River. 

Future plans for the site also include the installation of interpretive panels that will explore the Wertheim legacy and 

the history of the cabin site. Refuge staff  hope that the educational pavilion will continue the spirit of the Wertheim 

legacy more than the hunt cabin, by facilitating educational groups and increased visitor access to the river.  

The bulkhead in front of the Wertheim 

cabin that runs along the bank of the 

Carmans River has been in existence since 

before refuge employees had access to the 

property in 1972.  Refuge staff hope to 

remove the bulkhead and create a more 

natural, living shoreline in its place, using 

native wetland plants.  

Refuge staff will also replace the old boat 

dock, located south of the cabin. The dock 

took significant damage during this past 

winter. Typically used to launch boats for 

official refuge activities, the dock also 

facilitates paddle trips on the river that 

occur during special events like Migratory 

Bird Day. 

Thoughts from a Volunteer 

It has been a long, long, long and stressful fifteen months. 

I had been volunteering weekly at the Visitor Center for many years.  

Then, nothing. The place I love and the “job” I love were suddenly 

inaccessible. As with many of you, I lost some direction and purpose.    

But the trees, flowers, birds, frogs, deer, insects and so many wonderful 

natural finds in the refuge have never lost their way. We see them go on 

with their lives and in so doing, we can benefit greatly from their 

lessons. We can remain strong and soldier on. The trails and our 

beautiful Carmans River have never left us. They can continue to be a 

life-affirming source of inspiration if we just pay attention.   

So many of you share that feeling with me and keep the Refuge a refuge 

in mind and deed. The trails are open every day to lift us up, provide 

solace, or excitement, or whatever it is we need. Somehow our Refuge 

knows.  We each find what we are looking for there.   

I know that one day I’ll get that phone call and someone will say, “We 

are opening the Visitor Center and could use your help.” And I’ll be 

there for the Refuge the same way it has always been there for me. 

I can’t wait! 


