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Claire Barnwell, Visitor Services Intern 

Claire Barnwell is the ACE intern working with Ann Marie in Visitor Services. 
She joined the team in June 2020 and will be at Wertheim until May 2021. 
Despite the pandemic, she has kept busy with designing new waysides for 
Target Rock and Morton. In addition, she has been creating some social media 
content and working closely with partnering organizations to produce 
virtual programs. Besides conservation, Claire enjoys playing tennis, cooking, 
and traveling to other public federal lands. 

Bridget Giblin, Biological Technician 

Bridget Giblin is a biological science technician for the refuge. She hails from Monmouth 

County, New Jersey and graduated from Delaware Valley University in 2016. She 

majored in Conservation and Wildlife Management and has worked in different locations 

throughout the North and Southeast. Her work at the refuge is focused on the beach 

nesting bird program and resiliency projects. Bridget would like to continue her career 

concentrating on endangered species conservation. 

Kelsey Taylor, Biological Technician 

Biological Science Technician, Kelsey Taylor, is originally from Long Island. She 
graduated from the State University of New York College of Environmental Science and 

Forestry in May of 2013, earning a Bachelor of Science with a focus in Conservation 
Biology. Prior to working at the LINWRC, she worked with the National Park Service at 
Fire Island National Seashore. During her time at the LINWRC her focus will be on 

resiliency work. She loves being outside and encouraging others to get outside and enjoy 
nature. She hopes to get a permanent job within the federal government in the near future. 
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committed to the conservation 

and protection of the natural 

and cultural resources of the 

Long Island National Wildlife 

Refuge Complex. By fostering 

community education, outreach 

and advocacy, in pursuit of 

enhanced awareness, 

appreciation and respectful  

stewardship of our wildlife and 

its habitat—in partnership 

activities that enrich and 

support the purpose and 

objectives of the Service—the 

Friends pledge to continue the 

legacy of Maurice Wertheim 

and Dennis Puleston. 
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It’s been months since we’ve seen you 
And we want to stay in touch 
Dear friend of the Refuge 
We miss you very much. 
 
The Visitor Center’s locked up 
Did they throw away the key? 
We hope you don’t forget us 
There is still so much to see. 
 
The river’s alive  
With birds and with fish 
The trails are still open 
You can walk all you wish. 
 
Come take a hike 
Or come for some quiet 
But the ducks and the geese 
Might cause quite a riot. 
 
Our eagles can fly by  
Any time of the day 
Maybe you’ll see them 
They might come your way. 
 
We still want to count you 
Among those who belong 
So please keep up your dues 
And help us to stay strong. 

                ~ Eileen Oakes  

2020 Membership Dues  

Painted Turtle (Single) $20 

Mallard (Family) $30 

Black Tupelo $50 

White Oak $100 

Eagle $250 

Osprey (Lifetime Membership) $500 

Friends of Wertheim Membership Info 

All members enjoy the benefits 
including: 

 Special gifts for new 
members;   

 10% discount at Nature 
Store; 

 Invitations to FOW only 
programs, such as bird hikes 
and canoe programs; 

 Invitation to our Annual 
Membership Meeting; 

and more! 

Members may mail their checks to:  

Friends of Wertheim National Wildlife Refuge  

PO Box 376  

Brookhaven, NY 11719 



Town of Brookhaven Proposes 

Regional Recovery and Recycling Residue Facility (Ash Fill) 

At Existing Solid Waste Management Facility 

Overview:  For more than twenty years Friends of Wertheim has partnered with the Wertheim National 
Wildlife Refuge to preserve critical South Shore habitat for migratory birds and native fauna and flora, while 
continually enhancing the recreational and educational resources of the Refuge for the public at large. The 
2,550 acre refuge is bisected by the Carmans River, a state-designated Wild and Scenic River that is also part of 
the South Shore Estuary Reserve. The refuge is a critical habitat for migratory birds and diverse forms of 
wildlife and offers vital recreational and educational opportunities to racially and economically diverse 
populations within the surrounding communities. 

The existing landfill operation in the Town of Brookhaven Solid Waste Management Facility has a history of re-
leasing pollutants into Little Neck Run, a tributary of the Carmans River. Notwithstanding this prior history of 
contamination of Wertheim’s surface waters, the proposed ash fill would be located closer to the headwaters of 
these tributaries. The potential adverse impacts to Wertheim National Wildlife Refuge from the proposed ash 
fill are many and varied and include surface and ground water, air quality, environmental justice and degrada-
tion of the wildlife habitat and recreational/educational opportunities at the Refuge. These impacts must be 
studied thoroughly and alternative site locations considered. Friends of Wertheim intends to participate in fur-
ther public proceedings concerning the proposed Ash Fill.  

For further information, please go to our website:  wertheimnwr.wildapricot.org 

Farewell to our Refuge Manager 

 For sixteen years Michelle Potter worked on Long Island National Wildlife Refuges. In 2009, she 
became the Refuge Manager and then served in that role for eleven years.  Two highlights of her time on 
Long Island include first, the funding, design and construction of the Headquarters/Visitor Center 
Building, and second, working on the Hurricane Sandy Recovery and Resiliency project. 

 This month Michelle starts her new role as Chief of the Branch of Wildlife Resources for the 
National Wildlife Refuge System.  Although she no longer works on Long Island, Michelle remains a 
member of the US Fish and Wildlife Service. 

 We send a big congratulations to Michelle and wish her all the very best in her new role.  We thank 
her for everything she accomplished for our Long Island Refuges! 

Lelaina Muth, Acting Refuge Manager  

Lelaina Muth will be the Acting Project Leader at the Long Island NWR Complex for 
the next two months. Lelaina grew up in Southold, New York, on the north fork of 
Long Island. Yes, Long Island!! She received a B.S. in Natural Resources from 
Cornell University and an M.S. in Human Dimensions of Natural Resources from 
Colorado State University. Her career began at Montezuma NWR in Seneca Falls, 
New York, where she served as the Biological Aid. After completing her B.S., she 
took a position as a Natural Resource Planner in the FWS’s Northeast Regional Office 
in Hadley, Massachusetts. Lelaina then worked as a Resource Management Planner 
with the National Park Service Natural Sounds and Night Skies Division in Fort 
Collins, Colorado, assessing noise and light impacts to wildlife and visitors. Next, she 
ventured back to the northeast as the wildlife biologist at Erie NWR in Guys Mills, 
Pennsylvania. After Erie, she journeyed to the Midwest Region, where she was the 
Deputy Refuge Manager for Shiawassee NWR in Saginaw, Michigan.   

In her current position as the Assistant Refuge Supervisor for the South Zone Refuges in the Northeast, she greatly 
enjoys interacting and coordinating with refuge staff throughout the region.  In her free time, she enjoys birding, 
hiking, cooking and baking, exercising, and spending lots of time with her husband, two kids, and dog. She is excited 
about the opportunity to work with refuge staff, Friends members, volunteers, other partners and the local community 
during the upcoming months.  

Lelaina says, “Don’t ever hesitate to reach out with questions, concerns or just to say hi!”  

New Staff at the Long Island NWR 

Michael Steward, Maintenance Mechanic 

The new face you see working on the Refuge grounds is Michael Steward.  Mike worked 
for the NYS Civil Service for more than ten years as an equipment operator before 

joining the Federal Service in 2017 to work for the Department of Veterans 
Affairs.  Currently Mike oversees the staff fleet, maintains the outdoor facilities and 

operates the heavy equipment here at Wertheim.  

Michael Steward is a lifelong Long Islander who likes to spend his free time bird 
watching at Elizabeth Morton NWR—or enjoying our local beaches—with his wife and 

two daughters! 

Lauren Cruz, Acting Wildlife Biologist 

Lauren Cruz is thrilled to detail as the new biologist at the Long Island National 
Wildlife Refuge Complex for the next few months. Lauren is coming to the 
Refuge from the Eastern Virginia Rivers National Wildlife Refuge Complex 

where she has been the wildlife biologist for the past four years.  Through her 
experience with the Fish and Wildlife Service, she has worked with many types 
of wildlife including sparrows, bats, turtles and small mammals, along with 

grassland and invasive plant species. She attended the University of Delaware 
and attained a B.S. in Wildlife Conservation with a minor in Entomology. With 
an interest in anthropogenic effects on wildlife, she received her M.S. in Biology 
from Purdue Fort Wayne University with a thesis exploring the effects of 

artificial light on sea turtle navigation.  

Between graduate school and working with the Fish and Wildlife Service, she 
has worked as a biotech with federal, state and non-profit organizations including 
The Leatherback Trust, Cape Lookout National Seashore, NJ Department of Fish 

and Wildlife and South Carolina Department of Natural Resources. Coming from 
the small marsh town of Bayville, New Jersey, Lauren is ecstatic to contribute her habitat management and 
biological skills while assisting the biological program at the Long Island NWRC.  

Learn about more new staff members on the back cover. 


