Historic Narrative Report

Wertheim Cabin

Wertheim National Wildlife Refuge
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Hamlet of Shirley, Town of Brookhaven, Suffolk County

<\,
LW N
" AR\ W .

4

Paula Sagerman
Historic Preservation Consultant
P.O. Box 365
Brattleboro, Vermont
pj.sage@live.com

April 30, 2021



Wertheim Cabin Narrative Report Pagel

Introduction

d F

This report documents tloa. 1940Nertheim Cabinal so known as t he 0Ol
tbei gvie

thewer t heim National WildlifeeRébwaegp ayd
family. Through the consultation process with the N.Y. SHPO (SHPkgsibeen determined
that thefi C a bis efigible for the National Register of $foric Places uret Criterion B.

The Cabins slated for demolition by the owner, the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS).

This undertaking was proposéat several reasonsThebuildings er ved as the refug
administrative office and visitor center until 2010. gkfinany years of use, the building was

determined to be severely undersized and in an inappropriate location considering its uses and
accessibility. In 2010, a 13,000 square foot headquarters and visitor center was constructed in
another location at thefuge. It houses administrative offices, visitor information services,
meeting rooms, and spaces for fAFri @bidhas of t he
been vacant since 2012, lomgerserves a purpose to the refuge, and has been an a#racti

nuisance with the liability issues associated with a vacant building. The USFWS does not have

the staffing or funding resources to repair and maintain the building for its own use, ensure that
vandalism will be prevented, do manage a lease to anatkatity. In addition, theundertaking

will help the USFWS fulfill the mission of wildlife and habitat protection. The removal of the

Cabini as well as its septic system and abgveund utilitiesi will help reduce human

disturbance to the adjacentugé lands, whiclare home tavildlife habitat

The determination of effect follows the Section 106 regulation 36 CFR § 80th& National

Historic Preservation Actwhich addresses the assessment of adverse effects to historic

properties. The demolition of tii@&abinwill clearly be an adverse effect, as the undertaking will
involve the Aphysical destruction of 8005 damag
(@)(2)(1). A Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) was executed between the SHPO and USFWS;

one stipulation of the MOA is the production of this historic narrative report f@@dben As

specified in the MOA His reportincludesinserteddigital photogaphs that have also been

submittedto the SHPGs individual digital TIFF files.The report and photographs were

produced by Paula Sagermanstdric Preservation Consultatatthe USFWS.

Description

TheWertheim Cabirsits on the west b&rof the Carmans Rer, which bisects the Refuge, and
is accessed vid/ertheimMaintenancéentrance Roaalso known as the Old Entrance Rqa)
drivewaythat begins at Smith Road in the town of Shideg ends just south of the Cabifhe
Cabin is parof a group of structures associated with the Refung&jdinga small house,
guarters duplex, anmaintenance buildirey There are scattered mature deciduous trees and
areas of lawn around the Cabin, and a gravel parking area to the north.

Theonestory woodframed Cabin faces east toward the riviéthas an irregular footpriiat
consists of a main block witl rectangular footprint oriented noigbuth,a northrsouth wing to
the north, and amastwest wing to the west. The building haseament block foundation, wood
shakesiding, and crosgabled, opereave, overhanging, losloped asphaihingle roofs. There
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are sections ofertical wood siding at the south and east elevations of the main block, where a
recessed porch was infilled ¢oeate interior office space.

The building has three large brick chimneys; one is a center ridge chimney at the main block, and
there are exterior ridge chimneys at the gable walls of the witigthe southwest corner of the

main block there isa smdl recessed open entry porch supported by a square post, which leads to
a modern decht the south end of the building he deck is accessed via a modern wooden
boardwalk that leads around the rear of the Cabin from the parking area. There are also small
storage projections at the southwest corner of the main block, right end of the west elevation of
the north wing, and flanking the north chimney.

The entry porch leads to a modern hoHoare door within the infilled siding, and there is a rear
hollow-core doorat the left end of the west elevation of the north wing. -@rexone wood

windows were installed within the vertical siding, and some of these windows are blocked up
with plywood. The rest of the buildifgasa mix of oneoverone wood windowsoneoverone

vinyl windows, small paired casemerasdsmall fourpane wood horizontal windows, and

there is a picture window at the east elevation that has also been blocked up with plywood.
The interior of the building consists of office and megtpaces, with one large room in the

main block and hallways leading to smaller rooms in the wings. The building is mostly carpeted,
and there is som&oleumand woodlooring. The walls are mostly covered withlse wood
paneling, andhere is one roomwith cedarpaneling, and others with wallpaper. There are
acousticatile ceilingsthroughout Each building section has a fireplace; the main block has a
large projecting brick fireplace, the west wing has a small brick fireplace, and the north wing ha
a full-heightflush fireplace with a wood mantellhefireplaces of the main block and north

wing have modern metal inserts with glass doors.

Construction Chronology

According to BurtSeides a local resident whaisited the Cabiras early ashe 1948, the

building dates to 1940 quossibly as early as the 1920s, amel @riginal structure as an

inverted bargeaype ship hull set on timbers. Wertheim acquired the property in $883s

likely thatif the main block had not already been built axdthe hullhe built the main block

shortly thereafter There are historic photographs of Wertheim and visitors that were reportedly
taken near the cabin in 1940 or earlier, one showing the cabin in the distah8é5 USFWS

survey ofbuildings in thidocationnotes a construction date of 1%40 the Cabin The wings

were likely addedluringthe 1940s pr i or t o Wer t Refugestaffdodoe at h i n
believe that théuilding was altered between 1950 and the 1970s.

A 1975sketch plarof the Cabin(see page 3Ghows that the main block was one roamit is

today, and served as the living rooffhe north wing had a bedropbathroom, and the extant

cedar closet. The west wing had a bedroom, kitchen (where the main entryway was located), and
bathroom.A 1975sketch plan of the Stealaway complex (see pagslt88ysnearby buildings

such as a pole barn with horse stalls, a garage, a bird holding pen, and a small hesese.
outbuil dings were constructed dandthensmallbausepr i or
was occupied by arther family
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Annual Refuge reportsom the 1970s and lateote alterations to the Cabin and nearby
buildings. Minorinterior modifications were made in 1975 to convert the building from a
residential buildingo offices and a recessed porch wjlousie windows ovehnalf walls, at the
southeast corner of the main blpakas glazed witlibbors of storm windows. Theoof was
replaced in 1981There was a comprehensirgnovation in 1987 At the exterior, the vertical
infill siding was added at thgorch openings (and still provides evidence of the location of the
porch), and the exterior doors were installed. Interior modifications incltttedemoval of the
remains of the boat structure and structural upgradedifications to the interior flagplan, and
installation ofnewfinishes such as carpetingpodflooring, suspended tile ceilingand

fireplace inserts.

All of the outbuildings associated with the Wertheims have been removed by the USFWS, and
there are new buildingsear the Cabinncludingtwo residential buildingso the soutland
maintenance building® the west None of these buildings encroach on the Cabin and its
immediate setting.

Statement of Significance

Historical Backgrounénd Context

The Wertheim Cabiand its 1,788 acre propentyas a vacation retrefdr Maurice Wertheim

and his family from 1938 to 1974Nertheim was a wealthyusinessmarphilanthropist
sportsmanand art collectofrom New York Citywho used the Cabin and propeitwhich he
namedStealaway from 1938 until his death in 1956r his favorite pastimeduck hunting

After his death, his wife Cecile and family visited the Cabin until her death in 1874047 the
Wertheimsbequeathethe Cabin and 1,788 acres to thé. Fish & Widlife Servicefor the

purpose ofand and wildlife conseation, retaining life estatedn 1974,the land became the
Wertheim National Wildlife Refugeand the Cabin was used as the refuge headquarters building
until 2012

The life ofMaurice Werthen (18861950)is well-documented in contemporaneous newspaper

articles, his autobiographical entries in college reunion reports, and his obituagyadtiated

from Harvard Universityand hen wor ked f or hi s att@ibgher 6s Uni t
Companyfirst as &cretary, and theasVice-President. He and wife Almalived on the Upper

East Side of Manhattaand in 1912when Maurice wasnenty-six years of agetheypurchased
Wyndygoul,a country estate with a manor house in Cos Cob, Connecticut, wagchsed as a

weekend retreat.

In 1913,Wertheimwas appointed to the New York State Industrial Board, where he was in

charge of all factory legislation in the staémdassisted with the establishment of a new labor

law. In 1914, he resigned that pidsn to become the assistantthe U.S. Ambassador to

Turkey,whowash i s wi f.dtévas atfthis pdinetihat he became involved in activism,

bringinga fAr el i ef fundo to Syr i a Hstedgthybankirgsareern e ab ¢
beganon Wall Street in 1915, and in 191&joined the firm of Hallgarten & Companyn

1927, heestablishedhe investmenibanking firm of Wertheim & Co., and remained an
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investment banker until his death. He was alsastee of the news magazimége Naton, and
was owner and publisher froh®351937.

The 1925 New York census shows tiétrtheimand his family, including three daughtenad

moved from an apartment building iidownhouse on the Upper East Saled hadive

servants.The Wertheimglivorced in 1929, and Maurice retained ownership of Wyndygoul.
Maurice remarried shortly thereafter, and was divorced again in 1935. He married his third wife,
Cecile, in 1944and theyfirst lived in a penthouse on the Upper East Sael then in 1948
purchased a large townhouse nearby.

Wertheim was an importadewish actiist during the 1930s and 1940s. He participatdate
organization and funding askveralgenciesincluding those involved ithe creation of the

State ofisrael. In 1938, Wertheim was named-cbairman of Greater New York Campaign of
the United Palestine Appeal, which was created in response-{8amniiic activities in Europe.
He was als@ trustee of the New York Federation for the Support of Jewigarfthropic
Societies.In 1939, he became chairman of the American Jewish Committee, and from 1941
1943, he wasgs president.

According toLet Us Prove Strong: The American Jewish Committee,-2088 on June 7,

1942, Zionist and American Jewish Caittee leader$ including future Israeli Prime Minister

David BerGurioni met at Wer t hei modisclSsed h€Eobehmaesef &ahd
Formulgo a Zionist program for a Jewish stat€his book and newspaper articles depict the Cos

Cob Formuh as a major controversial issue that caused a rift between Zionists and the American
Jewish Committee, and influenced the negotiations leading up the creation of the State of Israel

in 1948.

In 1943, the American Jewish Committee propasediited Natonspeace treatyhat would

offer a resettlement programdppressepp e opl e who were for<ced to em
devastatedo c ounthemovensentowardstthe tréafion of |srael, Ralestinen

was not regarded by the committee as the pagsible location for this resettlement. The two

objectives of the proposal included the salvation to those who were persecuted during the war,

and the fApreservation of the Jewish community
Cc 0 0 p e rbatweernJaws and Arabs in Palestine was endorsed. Later in the year, the

committee split over whether or not Palestine should be the only resettlement place, and of

course, ultimately this became the final decision.

In 1945 ,Wertheim was elected chaiam ofthe Federation of Jewish Philanthropies of New

York, which had begua fundraising campaigtledicated to thhaealth and welfare needsdéw

York City children,with the donations téund hospitals and social service agencies1949,

after the creation of Isradlyertheimbecame cechairman of the board dfie Industrial Institute

of Israel, which aided Israel in attracting investrhand industrial expertise. Additional World

War Il activism included serving on the U.S. War Departméns War Pr oducti on Bc
an avid chess player, managing a radio chess rptghd between American and Soviet teams

for the benefit ofiRussian War Relied.
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Wertheimwas al so an active supporter oolislajew Yor ko
collection of masterpieces by artists sucltdgar Degas, Claude Mon&gorges Seurat,

Edouard ManetVincent van GoghRierreAuguste Renoir, Henri Matisse, and Pablo Picasso.

He begqueathed the coll ection toTheraisalsaa d Uni ve
published book about the collectiddegas to Matisse: The Maurice Wertheim Collectible

was also a founder amtirector of the New York Theatre Gujld patron of exhibitions

sponsored by the Sculptors Guild, asivedon the advisy committee of the New York

University Institute of Fine ArtsThere is also a room dedicated to Wertheim in the main branch

of the New York Public Library, the Wertheim Study Room.

Despite higlevotionto politicaland culturabctivities,Werthein® self-proclaimed main

personal interests were duck hunting and wildlife conservation, awdsetrustee othe
American Wildlife FoundationDeeds show that ih938i in betweerhis second and third
marriages Wertheim purchasechuchof the lands that would become his donation to the
federal governmentncluding the parcel with the Cabwwhich he named Stealawajfe

acquired additional peelsbetweenl939 and 1944which grew his land holdings to 1,788 acres,
comprised of thirtyeight separate tracts thatraddled the Carmans River, including the land
underthe river. This area of Long Islankdad remainedural into the early twentieth century,
with scattered duck farms and salt Ieawr, meadow
wasasectonf t he @ATangi aare pbpedybat wasthedocatidh pf@ €aiGkd
tourist development.

According to letters sent in 194mongsUSFWS personnel, Wertheioonsidered donatinipe

propertyas early as this yeaf he correspondence notes that tands were held by Wertheim

under thormernames of the Carmans River Corporation and the Indian Landing Corporation
(parcels amassed by previous owners, other wealthy New York industrj@isis)ere bounded

north bythe Montauk Highwawynd included about 500 acres of marshlaneadow lands and

woodl ands that supported habitat for fApheasan
structures on the I and at the ti mewestbankof a i hu
the river. o This |Iikely refers to the Cabin

According to an interview with Wertheim describedaaticle in the August 14, 1948, issue of

The New YorkemagazineWertheim made the final decision to donate his prgperthe

United States in 1943, when USFWS Diredor . I ra N. Gabrielson was ¢
at the Cabin Gabri el son t othrek vaniaeties offbilde durthg sshefere  f i f t y
breakfast wal k and t hen g &hedetailsofrtne bequestwepe ct ant
agreed upon that yediyt because of legal and tax issues with the State of New York, the actual
transaction between Wertheim and the United States did not occur for a few more years.

In June 1947, Maurice and Cecile Wwaim grantedd the UnitedStates an estate in the property

that would become the possession of the U.S. upon the death of the survivor of the Wertheims.

The purpose of the bequest was to establish a sanctuary for migratonyriledlghe provision

of the 1929 AMigratory Bird Conservation Act,
natural flyway and resting ground for migratory birds and as a breeding ground for native

waterfowl. Upon the deaths of the Wertheimse ganctuary was to become the Wertheim

National Wildlife Refugeand the Wertheims had resentbdright to use the lands and the
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Cabin for hunting and fishinduring their lifetimes The agreemenncluded stipulationghat

the Wertheims would maintaalog of hunting activities including the number of and species of

birds taken, there would be a limit of fifty bird lsgger week during hunting seasons, and the

Wertheims were to maintain or improve natural features and habitats such as ponds amgl breedin
grounds.Wertheimwas inteive wed f or theTAulgusef 1he TRNBO €O
New Yorkemagazine, where he discussed the creation of the national wildlife refuge.

The Cabin was first used as the Refuge headquarters in 1975, butragtordefuge annual

reports, the Refuge remained closed to the public until 1982, when educational visits for school
groups began. Also that year, the Refuge became the headguedtigesf the Long Island
Complex, with the Cabin serving as the headguaibuilding. The Refuge opened to the public

in 1986. A new headquarters building was constructed across the Carmans Ri0&giand

the Cabin has been vacant sitioen

Significance

The Cabin is significant under CriteriondBthe National Rgister of Historic Placdsr its

asseiation with Maurice Wertheim. It represeiis importantcontributiors to the federal

government and land amdldlife conservationhis favorite pastme, hunting, and his interest in

wildlife habitat conservatianin fact, althoughhis obituaryprovides a long list atfis

professionalnd activistchievementstn ot es t hat he dApreferred to I

The 1,788&cres oWertheimtractsbecame the first national wildlife refuge on Long Island and

the Refugas now one of nine refuges of the Long Isla@domplex. The Wertheim refuge

includesthe largest contiguous wetland on Long Islaamadd the Wertheim trace®mprise28%

of thecurrentrefuge lands onang Island.Long | sl andds strategic | oce
FIl ywayo provides important habitat for-hundre
acre Wertheim Refuge includd®e stated e si geaerdcd t enansmRilemand ong Ca
habitats including woodlands, grasslands, and waterways that support migratory birds, deer,

osprey, muskrat, fox, turtles and frogs. The refuge also protects the Carmans River estuary of

the Great South Bay, which is visited by migratoryesfawl. The 1947 donatioalsohelped

protect this area of Long Island from the suburaiad tourisndevelopment thahtensifiedafter

World War 1I.

It should also be noted that Cecile Wertheim is also an important figure related to the Cabin, as
shewas married to Maurice by the time the land was bequeathed, shared owoktistifand

with him, and continued tousethe Caeimd pr operty with Mauriceds
grandchildren.

The New York City residences of Wertheim could also be considemr@d/ing historic

resources associated with him, and they are all withikJgipeer East Side Historic District,

which is listedn the National Register of Historic Placelwo of these residences were within
multi-unit apartment buildings, so could ra# considered for Criterion B, but two are intact

historic townhouses. Onel$4 E. 63rd Street, where he lived in the 1920s tla@dther is 43

E. 70th Street, which he and Cecile acquired in 1948, two years before his death and where she
lived until her death in 1974. The Cos Cdsidence has been demolish&udhile the
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Manhattan residences may repreddfat r t h eontmbdtisns to the banking industry, Jewish
activism, and cultural institutions, the Cabin best represents his contribution to landdifel
conservation and the establishment of Long |Is

Although alteredand not considered eligible for Criterion C of the National RegiterCabin
retains enough integrity to depitd design and occupatidoy Maurice Wertheim While the
outbuildings have been removetey are not necessary to depict the significance of the Cabin.
The newer nearbstructuressomewhat detract from the historic setting, thet rural, wooded,
riverfrontare around th€abinremains intact.
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Photographic Index

Photographs were taken by Paula Sagerman April 9, 2021.
They are also available as TIFF digital files.
See pagé3for exterior photo key an@l for interior photo key.

Facing north toward Cabin with Carmans River to the right.
Facing northeast toward Cabin from service road.

Facing east toward Cabin asscervice road.

Facing southeast toward Cabin across service road.

Facing north toward Cabin.

Facing north towardhain block andront (south) elevation.
Facing northeast toward weahg andmain block

Facing northeasbward front(south) elevation

Facing northwest toward east elevavbmain block and north wing
10. Facing southwest t@ard main block and north wing

11. Facing eastveard west wing and main block

12. Facing southeastward north wing and west wing

13. Racing south toward north wing

14. Facig southeast toward north wing

15. Facing east toward north wing.

16. Facing south toward north wing, main block, and west wing.
17. Facing north in main block.

18. Facing south in main block.

19. Facing west in main block.

20. Facing south in west room of main block.

21. Facing southwest in west room of main block.

22. Facing northeast in west room of main block.

23. Facing east from west room of west wing into main block.
24. Facing northeast in west room of milock.

25. Facing southwest in west room of west wing.

26. Facing southwest in north room of north wing.

27. Facing north in north room of north wing.

28. Facing south from north room of north wing into main block.
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USBeIIport, NY, Topog_raphical Map, 1967
Red arrow points to location of Wertheim Cabin
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Red arrow points to location of Wertheim Cabin
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Google Street Map
Red star shows location of Cabin
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Wertheim Cabin

Google Earth

00 4
Google Earth Aerial Image and Photo Key
Red star shows location of Cabin
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Existing Conditions Photographs
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8 Facmg northeast toward south elevatlon of main block.
Full-height green siding installed 1987over location of original front dur.
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9. Facing northwest toward south and east elevations.
Green sidingnstalled in 1987 marki®cation of originarecessed porch with jalousie windows
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12. acing southeast toward north wing and west ig
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5, O

15. Facing east toward north wing
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17. Facing north in main block.

18. Facing south in main block.



