
Summer 2022 

 Our deepest diving duck, the Long-
tailed duck (Clangula hyemalis), is found 
wintering in Long Island. A beautiful duck, 
they have three molts per year, more than any 
other species of duck. Through history, they 
have had various names including: “noisy 
ducks” (Audbon), “old wives”, and “old 
squaws.” These names are possibly based on 
their “melodious yodeling.” However, the 
name was recently changed to Long-tailed to 
be consistent with the European designation. 

 Long-tailed ducks prefer marine waters 
along the coast where they feed on clams, 

mussels, small fish, and snails. They usually feed in waters about 30 feet deep, but have been known to dive as deep 
as 200 feet, which is deeper than any other duck! They propel themselves underwater mostly by using their feet, but 
will swim underwater with wings partially opened. They also stay underwater longer than on the surface! 

 Long-tails are very abundant, particularly in the high Arctic where there may be millions of birds. However, 
they are vulnerable to oil spills and also may be caught in fishing nets, causing them to drown. Long-tails can be 
found in Long Island Sound, Great South Bay, and at Montauk and Orient Point State Parks. Since Long-tails are 
considered to be the most garrulous of all North American ducks, just listen for the “ow ow owolett” off our shores 
and look for the long tail feathers on the males as they swim, dive, or fly. Beautiful ducks! 

By Dianne Targgart 

 

Long Island’s Long-tailed Duck 

The Friends Nature Store 
The Friends Nature Store is a non-profit shopping experience located at the 

entrance of the Visitor Center. It has many fun, interesting, and  
educational items to see, all related to our local natural world. With summer 

upon us, there is no better time to take advantage of all our store has to  
offer. Our proceeds benefit the refuge. Please note the  

nature store is cash only at this time. 

• Kites shaped like birds of prey and butterflies 

• T-Shirts for adults and children 

• Hiking gear: insect repellent (safe for children), hats, backpacks, and 
journals 

• Guides for birding, stargazing, and beachcombing 

• Accessories: earrings, pins, and necklaces 

• Great reads for children and adults 

• Air conditioning for when you need a break  

 
In fact, just stop by and say hi to our volunteers. We’d love to see you! 



 
In Memory of Art Cooley  

(June 2, 1934—January 30, 2022) 

 We’re saddened by the news that Art Cooley has 
passed away. Many remember Mr. Cooley from his time as a 
biology teacher at Bellport High School, where he founded 
the Students for Environmental Quality. Under Mr. Cooley’s 
guidance, research by students on the Carmans  
River ecosystem was turned into a report for the DEC and was 
instrumental in getting Governor Malcolm Wilson to sign into 
law a bill that has protected Carmans River from development 
by putting it under the protection of the Wild, Scenic and  
Recreation Rivers Act. 

 Cooley also played a huge role in the environmental 
movement in the 1960s and 1970s. He was one of several  

local activists who organized to stop use of the pesticide DDT, a toxin that was threatening survival of birds including the 
osprey, bald eagle and peregrine falcon. The legal battle led to the banning of DDT in the United States and the formation 
of the Environmental Defense Fund (EDF). This led to the nationwide use of science to challenge industry groups in court 
and helped establish the right of ordinary citizens to sue the government to protect human health and the environment, EDF 
said in a statement.  

Finally, as an honorary board member of Friends of Wertheim, we will miss his enthusiasm and charismatic presence. 

 On Monday, January 10th, 2022, refuge maintenance staff safely and successfully removed Maurice 

Wertheim's hunt cabin. The building predated Wertheim's presence on the refuge, and was the last remaining 

structure from his ownership of the property.  

 Refuge staff used the cabin for decades as a headquarters building, prior to the construction of the current 

headquarters/visitor center in 2012. In recent years, the cabin had fallen into a state of disrepair and become a 

frequent target of vandalism. In the spirit of the Wertheim legacy, refuge staff hope to repurpose the site into an 

outdoor educational pavilion and overlook that will provide shelter for the thousands of school children who visit the 

refuge annually. 

The Demolition of Maurice Wertheim’s Cabin  

To the left,  
remnants of the 

cabin are  
shown. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pictured to the 
right, is the cabin 

during the  
demolition  
process. 



David Prudente, Invasive Species Intern 

David Prudente is a graduating senior at New York University (NYU) majoring 
in Biology with a focus on Ecology. He is very excited to be part of the 
American Conservation Experience in Shirley, NY this summer, and is very 
much looking forward to working with the Fish and Wildlife Service at the 
Long Island National Wildlife Refuge Complex. He has worked with the New 
York City Dept. of Parks & Recreation as a Park Management GIS Intern, 
which greatly increased his interest in working with agency professionals. Some 
of David’s interests include drawing, which he’s recently picked up, listening to 
music, and exercising. 

Grace Rau, Invasive Species Intern 

Grace Rau is a midwestern native. She was born in Minnesota and recently 
finished her Bachelor’s degree in Environmental Science at Loyola University 
Chicago. Grace has done work with soil ecology and microplastic pollution 
during her time in undergrad. In her free time, she enjoys birding, road trips, and 
hanging out with her cat, Blooper. She is excited to be part of the team in Long 
Island this summer. 

Julia Mei Hanzl, Visitor Services Intern 
Julia Mei Hanzl is the new Visitor Services intern. She graduated from SUNY 
New Paltz with a Bachelor of Science in Environmental Geochemical Science. 
She enjoys working in environmental conservation and making a difference! 
Local to Long Island, but new to our national wildlife refuges, Julia likes 
walking outside, watching all things in nature cohabitate and taking in the 
scenery. She cannot wait to learn more about the ecosystems on Long Island 
and all the “behind the scenes” work that goes into protecting these natural 
areas. Working at Wertheim will help her learn more about her career path and 
provide her with important skills to use in the future. She is excited to be here!  

Kristina Bartz, Shorebird Intern 

Kristina Bartz is from Colorado and graduation from the University of Wyoming 
with a degree in Wildlife and Fisheries Biology and Management and a minor in 
Environment and Natural Resources. After graduating, she worked at 
Greenwood Wildlife Rehabilitation Center where she was able to help songbirds, 
waterfowl, squirrels, and raccoons. Kristina enjoys hiking and hopes to gain 
more experience in conservation efforts through her work at the Long Island 
National Wildlife Refuge. 

Welcoming New Staff at the Long Island NWR (Continued) 



Juliana Merluccio, Biological Science Technician  

Juliana Merluccio is a biological science technician for the Refuge Complex. As 
a native, of NYC, Long Island has provided a connection to nature for her since 
childhood. After earning a B.S. in Biology from SUNY Geneseo in 2015, she 
completed several seasonal jobs in the Northeast working on seabird 
conservation, invasive plant control, and environmental education. She moved 
to Washington in 2016 where she worked for several Refuges and the WA Dept. 
of Wildlife on projects ranging from forest surveys to prairie restoration, as well 
as the conservation of seabirds, desert animals, and grizzly bears. She hopes this 
position will allow her to re-discover and enjoy the wildlands of New York, and 
help her secure a permanent position within the Refuge System. 

Terra Willi, Wildlife Biologist 

Terra Willi is excited to join the Long Island National Wildlife Refuge 
Complex as the new wildlife biologist. Terra attended Stony Brook 
Southampton where she received a B.S. in Marine Science. After working 

with a local not-for-profit organization that focused on the rehabilitation and 
research of marine mammals and seas turtles, Terra returned to Stony Brook 
University to pursue an M.A. in Marine Conservation and Policy. She went 

on to work for the Town of Southampton’s Threatened and Endangered 
Species Program before joining the Long Island Field Office in 2015 as a Fish 
and Wildlife Biologist. In 2017, Terra transferred refuges and became the 
team lead for the Hurricane Sandy Resiliency Salt Marsh Restoration projects. 

Terra has enjoyed working with the current and former staff, and looks 
forward to continuing this important conservation work on Long Island.  

Welcoming New Staff at the Long Island NWR 

Brook Shellman, Shorebird Intern 

Brooke Shellman recently graduated from St. Joseph’s University — formerly 
St. Joseph’s College. She is a Long Island local and has studied ecology both 
locally and globally. She worked with the Monteverde Institute in Costa Rica 
and interned with Alliance for a Sustainable Amazon (AZA) in Peru to study 
butterflies in the Southwestern Amazon. She is a passionate advocate for 
environmental conservation and founded the “Green Team” at St. Joseph’s 
University to promote student involvement in sustainability. In her spare time, 
she enjoys hiking, camping, cycling, gardening, baking, and watching Netflix 
with her cat. She is thrilled to have this opportunity to work with the Long 
Island National Refuge Complex! 

Trent Chen, Administrative Support Assistant 

Trent Chen is the new Administrative Support Assistant for the Long Island 
Refuge Complex. He graduated from St John’s University with a Master’s in 
Public Administration and joining the Service has been like a dream come true. 
Trent lives ten minutes away from Wertheim and has spent countless hours on 
the refuge bird watching, hiking, and taking in all the natural beauty. He hopes 
to advance in the Service as far as he can so that he can contribute and carry out 
to the best of his ability our mission statement: “to conserve, protect, and 
enhance, fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the continuing benefit of 
the American people”. 



Reject Industrial Composting Facilities in Brookhaven 
In keeping with the apparent plan to turn North Bellport/Yaphank/Brookhaven into Long Island's waste 

capital, ground has been broken on an anaerobic digester facility that will turn food waste (from New York 

City as well across Long Island) into biogas and fertilizer. All of this will increase trucking in the 

area, adding to the air pollution already created by the existing ashfill and compost facility. In addition, 

there is another proposed mulch and compost processing and storage facility being proposed for the area at 

3 & 4 Grucci Lane in Yaphank.  

 As a 2014 study in Woodbine, MD showed, these gigantic composting facilities have extremely 

detrimental impacts on air quality, as is evident from the rates of asthma in the areas downwind - including 

the Refuge. However, at a public hearing in March conducted on Zoom, no mitigation strategies 

were thought necessary by the builder.  

 Finally, you may have noticed felled trees to the south of the Long Island Expressway on land 

directly adjacent to the north of all this. This is because Winters Brothers Waste Systems is preparing to 

build Long Island's largest waste transfer facility, including 2.5 million square feet of warehouses, in order 

to ship all of Suffolk County's waste off Long Island by rail. All of this development is happening in the 

Carmans River watershed, again directly impacting the Refuge. 

To object to these developments, please contact the following officials:  

• Town of Brookhaven Councilman Michael Loguercio: 631-451-6968 (re: zoning) 

• Suffolk Legislator James F. Mazzarella: 631-852-1300 (re: health impacts) 

• State Senator Alexis Weik: 631-360-3356 (re: DEC's inaction) 

• Assemblyman Joe DeStefano: 631-207-0073 (re: DEC's inaction) 

• Rep. Lee Zeldin: 631-289-1097 (re: protect the Refuge) 

• Sen. Chuck Schumer: 631-753-0978 (re: protect the Refuge) 

• Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand:  631-249-2825 (re: protect the Refuge) 

Civic Action Corner 

Thank you to  

Michelle Pleim 
Culbert 

Our excellent 
newsletter editor 

Michelle is moving 
on both 

professionally and 
physically - we want 

to take the 
opportunity to thank 

her for all the 
editing, design, and 
layout work she's 
done for the past 

nine years. 

We’ll miss you! 

Steve Dimse, Visitor Services Resident RV Volunteer  

Steve Dimse is our new Wertheim RV 

volunteer, and a retired Florida Park 

Ranger — the last of several diverse  

careers! He has lived in the Florida Keys 

for 31 years, and since retiring nine years 

ago, has spent his winters in the Keys and 

his summers volunteering for the United 

States Fish & Wildlife Service (USFWS), 

Bureau of Land Management (BLM), 

United States Forest Service (USFS), and 

National Park Service (NPS). He has  

volunteered everywhere from the Oregon 

coast to New Hampshire mountains, and 

from northern Minnesota to the Dry  

Tortugas. Steve will be here into the fall, 

and appreciates the opportunity to  

contribute to the wonderful refuges on 

Long Island! 



 

The Friends of Wertheim is 

committed to the conservation 

and protection of the natural 

and cultural resources of the 

Long Island National Wildlife 

Refuge Complex. By fostering 

community education, outreach 

and advocacy, in pursuit of 

enhanced awareness, 

appreciation and respectful  

stewardship of our wildlife and 

its habitat—in partnership 

activities that enrich and 

support the purpose and 

objectives of the Service—the 

Friends pledge to continue the 

legacy of Maurice Wertheim 

and Dennis Puleston. 

Executive Board 

Annelies Kamran President 

Jon Pokorny Vice President 

Joann Zurlo Secretary  

Ada S. Graham Treasurer 

Kahille Dorsinvil 

Claire Goad 

Anthony Graves 

Ernie Lewis 

Marc Rauch 
 

Honorary Board 

Art Cooley (1934—2022) 

Dennis Puleston (1905-2001) 

Peter Hutching Past President 

Marty Van Lith Past President 

Anne Meinhold (1936-2018) 
 

Volunteer Coordinator  

Bill Kirell 
 

Newsletter Editor 

Tara Murphy 

2020 Membership Dues  

Painted Turtle (Single) $20 

Mallard (Family) $30 

Black Tupelo $50 

White Oak $100 

Eagle $250 

Osprey (Lifetime Membership) $500 

Friends of Wertheim Membership Info 

All members enjoy the benefits 
including: 

 Special gifts for new 
members;   

 10% discount at Nature 
Store; 

 Invitations to FOW only 
programs, such as bird hikes 
and canoe programs; 

 Invitation to our Annual 
Membership Meeting; 

and more! 

Members may mail their checks to:  

Friends of Wertheim National Wildlife Refuge  

PO Box 376  

Brookhaven, NY 11719 

www.WertheimFriends.org 

Friends of Wertheim National Wildlife 
Refuge PO Box 376  

Brookhaven, NY 11719 

Friends of Wertheim NWR 


